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Dear Lucy  
 

Public Audit and Post-Legislative Scrutiny Committee meeting 10 October 2019 – Section 22 
report on the 2018/19 audit of the Scottish Government Consolidated Accounts 
 
During the Committee’s consideration of the Auditor General for Scotland’s Section 22 report on the 
audit of the 2018/19 Scottish Government Consolidated Accounts, we agreed to write to the 
Committee on the following points of detail:  
 
1. Committee members asked for the names of external providers of legal and financial advice that 
the Scottish Government had used before it provided loans and guarantees to private companies. We 
have reviewed our files for this information, but in doing so, have concluded that we may not have a 
complete list and suggest that you contact the Scottish Government directly to ensure you receive a 
comprehensive listing. 
 
2. The Committee asked us about the reported underspend of £366 million in the Scottish 
Government’s Transport portfolio. In particular, the Committee expressed an interest in understanding 
which projects this related to and how much of this balance is already committed to projects that are 
due to be completed in future years. We have reviewed our files and unfortunately we do not hold this 
information. The Committee will be able to receive it directly from the Scottish Government. 
 
3. Discussion of the Scottish Government’s governance arrangements also took place at the meeting 
on 10 October. Specifically, the Committee asked for more information on both the appointment 
process for the Scottish Government’s non-executive directors and the background of the individuals 
holding these roles.  Some information about the non-executive directors in post during the year, their 
register of interests disclosures and their remuneration is disclosed in the Consolidated Accounts at 
pages 10, 11 and 49.  The biographies of the non-executive directors are reported on the Scottish 
Government website https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/civil-service/ .   
 
In May 2019, the Scottish Government announced that it had appointed four new non-executive 
directors and two new deputy non-executive directors following a recruitment exercise. These are not 
ministerial appointments and instead the appointments are made by the Permanent Secretary. The 
Scottish Government followed the public appointments process during the recruitment.  
 
I hope this information is helpful for the Committee. Please come back to me if I can be of any further 
assistance.  

https://www.gov.scot/about/how-government-is-run/civil-service/
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-non-executive-directors-announced/
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